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➢ Opened in 2009 as 
Open High School 
of Utah
➢ 7-12 grades
➢ 575 full-time 
students
➢ 200 part-time 
students
CC‐BY MountainHeightsAcademy
Research Context
• Course on Digital Photography
• Data covering 181 middle and high school 
students over 4 years
• Teacher, course assignments, and grading 
rubrics remained stable over the four years
IRRODL (in press)
Methodology
• Post‐hoc design
• Students were invited to create / remix 
open tutorials, study guides, and games
• Extra credit or TA credit
• From no student‐created OER to 10% of the 
course over four years
• Compare student grades on course 
assignments
IRRODL (in press)





IRRODL (in press)
US college students spend 
approximately 40 million hours 
doing homework every year
Reclaiming and Sustaining
1. Our current model of producing OER is 
unsustainable (e.g., $500k ‐ $1M / textbook).
2. In the US alone, undergraduates spend about 
40M hours per year on homework that is 
mostly thrown away.
3. Can students sustainably create OER that 
supports learning both by them and other 
students? YES.
Practical Considerations, 1
• Talking to students about open licensing
• Providing alternatives 
• Talking to students about digital identity
• Merging student OER into the "official" 
course OER
Practical Considerations, 2
• Keeping your course OER outside the LMS 
(public!)
• Managing attribution
• Time, time, time
• Prioritizing contributions ‐
http://lumenlearning.com/how/learning‐
lab/oer2/
Conversation!
david@lumenlearning.com
@opencontent
